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Despite the confusion, drama and 
terror surrounding the incident yester- 
day in which a woman pulled a gun on 
President Ford, most of the eyewit- 
nesses to the event agree on the signif- 
icant details. 

Reporters on the scene in Sacra- 
mento generally received the same ver- 
sion of events oVer and over again — 
that the woman had a gun, that she 
was very close to the President, that 
seeing the gun visibly upset the Presi- 
dent, that the woman first denounced 
the President as “no public servant” 
and later admonished the Secret Serv- 
ice to handle her gently as they .jnade 


the arrest and hustled her into a police 
car. 

But, as usual, there were discre- 
pances. Some witnesses thought Mr. 
Ford was about to shake hands with 
the woman. Others said the President 
was about two feet away. Some said 
the President saw the gun first. Others 
credited Secret Service agent Larry M. 
Buendorg with seeing it first. 

The differences might seem insignif- 
icant. But in similar — but far more ’ 
tragic— incidents, such as the assassina- 
tions of President John F. Kennedy 
bnd his brother,’ Sen. Robert F. Ken- 
nedy, the varying recollections of wit- 
nesses have fed the continuing contro- 
versies about the killings and have 


aided those calling for a reopening of 
the investigations. 

In yesterday’s incident for instance, 
there seemed to be some discrepancy 
about what the woman, Lynette Alice 
Fromme, 26, said and when she said it 
Linda Worlow, 27, a witness to the in- 
cident, said that Fromme said, “The 
country Is in a mess. The man is not 
your President.” 

Other witnesses, said Fromme repeat- 
edly shouted, “He is not a public serv- 
ant.” 

One witness, Roy Miller, said that as 
Framme was seized she cried, “Don’t 
it - didn’t go off.” Other wit- 
nesses heard somewhat the same 
'.hing but as Fromme was led away by 
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police, these witnesses said se said, 
“Easy guys, don’t batter me. The gun 
didn’t go off. Easy guys, I’m still. The 
gun didn't go off.” 

Another witness was quoted by a 
news service as saying that Fromme 
shouted that “People weren’t getting 
what they were working for.” The news 
service said she made the remark as 
she aimed the gun at Mr. Ford. 

All of the witnesses quoted by report- 
ers agreed that Fromme appeared 
calm throughout the Incident, but that 
President Ford was visibly shaken. 

“He saw her gun and he made a mo- 
tion to deflect it,” said witness Miller. , 
“He looked alarmed and had the look 
of fright.” Miller, in a different 


dispatch, was quoted as saying that Mr. 
Jord “looked alarmed, frightened, and 
he hunched over.” 

A presidential aide said Mr. Ford’s 
face “went blank with shock or sur- 
prise.” It was exactly the same phrase 
used by UPI’s Sacramento’s bureau 
manager in his first-person report of 
the incident— “the President’s face 
went blank with shock or surprise. 
He didn’t seem to comprehend what 
was going on. 

“The President seemed to stumble 
as if his knees buckled from the crush 
of the Secret Service agents.” 

Other witnesses said the President 
seemed to turn white. Karen Skelton, 
14, of Sacramento, who was standing 
next to Fromme, said of the President, 
» 


“The color went out of his face. 

As for Fromme, she was described 
by witnesses as the model of serenity. 
Witnesses recalled seeing her in the 
crowd, wading through onlookers as 
she moved closer to the President. 
Even after her gun had been seen and 
she was in the grasp of Secret Service 
agents, her demeanor was still de- 
scribed by reporters as “calm.” 

The witnesses agreed also that the 
Secret Seviee detail with the President 
moved swiftly to protect Mr. Ford. No 
witness reported seeing any agent 
draw a gun, and all of them said that 
Buendorf and his fellow agents moved 
quickly to wrestle the gun away and 
throw a protective cordon around Mr.* 
Ford. 


